physiological mechanisms but anyhow this involves an extension of teaching time. Unless the student has some comprehension of the mode of action of morphine and digitalis from the older pharmacopceia as well as an appreciation of endocrinology and neuro-humoral transmission together with metabolic effects of disease he is unlikely either to apply his remedies with understanding or to maintain a critical outlook on all his therapeutic efforts.
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This however is a detail and Sir Walter's final comments on continuing education will continue to raise challenges. Education can never be standardized into any pattern as the underlying ideas to be transmitted are in process ofcontinuous change and reinterpretation. Yours (November Proceedings, p 828) , the point of my advocacy of 'a preliminary field examination by confrontation' was precisely to avoid missing cases at the point of referral, which is only too common. No neurologist or neurosurgeon would disagree with the need to do the most careful field examination possible once a defect has been discovered, but inadequate perimetry is frequently accepted as sufficient evidence that all is well, or field examination is omitted altogether. It was not stated, nor was there any intention to imply that examination with a pin was sufficient by itself; it was a plea for its wider use. Yours sincerely PETER H SCHURR 23 September 1977 Correction In the Open Section's meeting on Marital Counselling and the General Practitioner, reported in the July 1977 issue of Proceedings, the last paragraph in the first column on page 499 should begin as follows: 'We have so far seen over three thousand couples in the IMS.'
